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Roadmap to Lead THE Cause
A leader’s guide to a successful trip!
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Notes before you begin: 

• Decide which Lead THE Cause (LTC) city you will go to and write down the event’s dates 
and payment deadlines in your calendar (see table below).

• Tools you might find helpful:
• A calendar to keep track of important deadlines.
• A print-out of important documents for your teens, their parents, and your leaders.

• If you’re not naturally organized, recruit a parent or adult leader who can help you keep 
time- lines in order.

• It may be helpful to read through the entire roadmap now to give you an idea of what 
dead- lines are coming up.

• It’s okay if you begin this process later than the suggested timeline dates we provide. 
Feel free to adjust these tasks to your own timetable, just keep in mind there are 
payment deadlines that can’t move.

Payment Deadlines for Your LTC City
Chicago - June 17-22 - Wheaton College

Austin - June 24-29 - Hyde Park Baptist Church

Super Early Bird
Deadline

Early Bird
Deadline

Full Price
Deadline

Late Fee
Deadline

January 20
Price: $415

March 17
Price: $485

May 17
Price: $525

After May 17
Price: $625

Super Early Bird
Deadline

Early Bird
Deadline

Full Price
Deadline

Late Fee
Deadline

January 20
Price: $415

March 24
Price: $485

May 24
Price: $525

After May 24
Price: $625



Sign up for LTC updates • Stay in the know about the latest LTC information by 
signing up for the Insider List at leadthecause.org/insider.

Pray!

• Pray about which students and leaders to bring.
• Pray that your students will have a desire to reach their 

friends with the gospel.
• Pray for the leaders you hope will join you.
• Pray that students’ parents are open to letting them come.
• Pray that logistical details come together.

10 - 8 MONTHS BEFORE

Orange County – July 15-20 – Vanguard University

Denver - July 8-13 - Colorado Christian University

Washington, D.C. - July 29-Aug. 3 - Patrick Henry College

Super Early Bird
Deadline

Early Bird
Deadline

Full Price
Deadline

Late Fee
Deadline

January 20
Price: $415

April 8
Price: $485

June 8
Price: $525

After June 8
Price: $625

Super Early Bird
Deadline

Early Bird
Deadline

Full Price
Deadline

Late Fee
Deadline

January 20
Price: $415

April 15
Price: $485

June 15
Price: $525

After June 15
Price: $625

Super Early Bird
Deadline

Early Bird
Deadline

Full Price
Deadline

Late Fee
Deadline

January 20
Price: $415

April 29
Price: $485

June 29
Price: $525

After June 29
Price: $625

4

http://leadthecause.org/insider


7 - 6 MONTHS BEFORE

Start thinking about trip details

• How will your group get there (transportation)?
• How much will LTC cost for your group?
• How can your group fundraise?
• How many adult leaders might you need (1 leader for 

every 5 students)?

Begin to identify and recruit 
adult leaders to joining your 
group at LTC

• Leaders can be parents, paid staff, or volunteers. 

• Share with potential leaders your vision to advance 
the gospel in your youth group and how LTC can 
help make it possible. You can use videos from the 
LTC website at leadthecause.org to help cast a vision 
for  them.

Begin to identify and recruit 
students to attend LTC

• Utilize your current team of youth group leaders to 
help identify and recruit students. 

• Once you have a list of students, ask leaders to be 
committed to praying for them individually leading 
up to LTC.

Send a parent letter 
home with students

• Send home a parent letter (sample on page 10 of this 
packet) with students that are interested in coming. 

• Keep this letter handy for students who will join your 
group later on.

Continue thinking of other 
students to bring

• You may get new students that would love to come 
to LTC.

Fill out the Quick Interest Form

• Fill out the form at connect.dare2share.org/interest 
to let us know that your group wants to come. 

• This form does not lock you in to attending LTC, but 
it helps us gauge interest and alerts us to potential 
sell-out situations.
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5 MONTHS BEFORE

Use the LTC website or call for 
more info and resources 

• Get all the LTC promo resources you need at  
connect.dare2share.org/ltc-promo-resources. 

• Call 1-866-448-0272 to speak to a Dare 2 Share 
representative about the event.

Hold an initial meeting with 
students, parents and adult 
leaders

• Share fundraising strategies and ideas that you can 
find on page 11 of this packet. 

• Talk about your traveling plans — if you plan on 
flying, have specific flight information available and 
talk about how you will purchase tickets for your 
group. 

• Answer questions that students and parents might 
have about LTC.

Schedule when your group 
will do the pre-trip training

• This packet contains two lessons for pre-LTC training 
on pages 15-23 that you can print out and go 
through with your students. 

• You may want to plan the training closer to the trip 
so the information will be fresh in students’ minds.

Register at the Super Early 
Bird rate to save tons of 
money!

• Register at leadthecause.org/register before the 
Super Early Bird Rate until January 20, 2019 or 
while supplies last to save $110 dollars off the full 
registration price. 

• Spots will not be reserved until full payments are 
made. 

Check in with your students on 
their fundraising progress

• If students are struggling to raise money, give them       
encouragement and ideas to help them along.

• Consider options for a church-wide fundraising 
event to help cover some costs for students.

Begin Youth Leader Training 
on Bold Vision

• This training will take some time (mostly in the 
creation process), so it’s good to start early on. You 
can find the training on page 24 of this packet.
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4 -3 MONTHS BEFORE

Train students on Dare 2 Share’s 
GOSPEL acrostic

• You can find the GOSPEL acrostic at www.
dare2share.org/resources/free-teen-resources. 

• Download the Dare 2 Share app in Google Play 
or the Apple Store for your phone. This app helps 
students personalize the GOSPEL message.

“Take off to Touchdown” student 
training 

• This training includes a YouTube video and handout 
beginning on page 20 of this packet. Print enough 
handouts for each student and leader.

• The goal with this training is to get familiar with 
gospel conversation language and build confidence 
to navigate those conversations.

“Before-Then-After” student 
training

• This training includes a YouTube video and handout 
beginning on page 15 of this packet. Print enough for 
each student and leader.

• The goal of this training is to help your group 
articulate their personal testimonies.

Register at the Early Bird Rate 
to save money

• Register at leadthecause.org/register/ before the 
Early Bird deadline to save $40 while supplies last.

• Find the Early Bird deadline for your city on the table 
on pages 3-4 of this packet.

Send the Individual 
Application link to students 
and leaders who have turned 
in payments

• To complete registration, have each student and 
leader fill out the online Individual Application that 
you can find at leadthecause.org/register. 

• You’ll receive a confirmation email every time some-
one from your group registers. Use this to track your 
group’s registration progress.
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2 MONTHS BEFORE

Remind students to submit 
payments by the Full Price 
deadline

• The Full Price deadline is the last day students can 
register without incurring a $100 late fee, which 
applies if registration is bought 30 days or less 
before the event.

Remind students to submit 
their Individual Applications

• Registration is not complete until Individual 
Applications are submitted, and spots won’t be 
reserved until registration is complete. This form can 
be found at leadthecause.org/register.

Let students know about 
college credit from 
Colorado Christian 
University

• Your students can register to earn 3 college credits 
from CCU in a time-sensitive window of registration. 
You can find more details at leadthecause.org/
college-credit.

Continue your Youth Leader 
Training

• Meet with your leaders to create a Bold Vision. You 
can find this training on page 24 of this packet.
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1 MONTH BEFORE

Registration payments are due!
• All payments are due 30 days before LTC. Payments 

made less than 30 days before the event will have a 
$100 late fee added to the registration cost.

Meet with students, parents 
and leaders one last time 

• Things you can include in this meeting are prayer, 
food, communion, Q&A, commissioning, and team 
building activities. 

• Confirm the travel details with the parents and 
inform them of any changes.

Hand out these forms at 
your final meeting

• Give students the “What to Bring” packing list found 
on page 25. 

• Have students and parents fill out the mandatory 
Medical Release Form found at leadthecause.org/
register. Youth leaders are responsible for collecting 
and bringing these forms to LTC, but the forms will 
not be turned in - they are for the youth leader’s use 
in case of a student medical emergency.

Finish training your leaders • Print the drafts of your Bold Vision for all your leaders 
to bring to Youth Leader sessions at LTC.

If you have additional questions about LTC, please visit leadthecause.org/faq  
or call us at 1-866-448-0272. 

We can’t wait to see you at Lead THE Cause 2019!
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Dear Parents,
 
I’m excited to announce that our youth group has extended an invitation to   (Student Name)  to join a select group 
of students at this summer’s Lead THE Cause (LTC) trip. LTC is a week-long evangelism training and urban mission 
trip where students are trained as leaders for THE Cause of Christ—to go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 
28:19-20). 

As a group, we will have a unique opportunity to develop a strategic plan for how we will bring the Gospel Message 
back to our communities. 

This trip isn’t a summer camp with jet skiing, horseback riding, and an occasional Bible study. It is a week filled with 
the Holy Spirit, worship, evangelism training, hands-on experience with sharing the Gospel, and great team-building 
exercises. Those who attended LTC in the past have returned fueled and passionate about bringing the Good News of 
Jesus to their friends, classmates, family members, and more. LTC is also a great way to prepare your student for fu- 
ture mission trips, leadership in careers, and to share the Gospel in their own communities that God has put them in. 
 
I’m writing to you because over the last two months, Dare 2 Share and the leadership of our youth ministry have been 
praying about who should attend LTC this coming summer. Our youth ministry team agrees that 
  (Student Name)  is at a place in their life where they can be used by God in some incredible ways. We are convinced 
of this because of   (Student Name)’s  (insert characteristics unique to the student you’re talking about as reasons why 
they would make an excellent fit for LTC. Make it personalized for the student and the parent.) 

Please take some time over the next couple of days and weeks to pray about this opportunity and to talk about it as a 
family. This trip represents a significant investment in the life of your family, our youth group, our church, and 
____(Student Name)’s____ friends’ lives. 

Here are some details about the trip:

Location: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dates/Times: _______________________________________________________________________________

Cost (includes LTC, travel, room and board): ______________________________________________________
Additional notes:

I would love to set up a time to talk with you about this incredible opportunity for  (Student Name)  and to answer 
any questions you may have. I will be in contact with you to hear what you’re thinking and to hopefully set up a time 
for us to get together for discussion. 

Thank you for your consideration and prayer! 

In Him, 

Your Youth Leader

Example Letter

A dare 2 share event



4 Tips for Lead THE Cause Fundraising 

Tip #1  Pray for God’s provision.
Every step along the way to LTC should be infused with prayer, so get your students 
praying for God’s provision both individually and as a group. Pray before every 
fundraising project and appeal. Then watch expectantly for how He answers. Give Him 
thanks, whether the funds are coming in easily or it’s a long, determined slog to the goal. 

There’s wisdom in the old saying, “Do all you can and leave the results to God.” 

Tip #2  Clearly communicate the missional impact of this   
  training week.

LTC motivates and mobilizes students for THE Cause of Christ. This intensive, transformational, 
leadership training week delivers an impact that has eternal significance. LTC challenges 
students to get serious about Christ’s call to make disciples who make disciples. It provides 
hands-on training in the areas of leadership and faith-sharing so students become multipliers for 
THE Cause of Christ in their own youth groups, schools and communities. 

Built upon Jesus’s discipleship model of pouring deeply into the lives of a smaller circle of 
followers, LTC seeks to train up young people who will lead their peers to reach their generation 
with the gospel. As such, LTC is an investment in young people serving on their very own 
mission field: their high school campus. No one questions that teenagers who are motivated 
and equipped for evangelism will have far more reach and impact in their schools than any adult 
ever could. Communicating this exponential potential for the Cause of Christ is an essential 
foundation for your fundraising efforts.
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Tip #3  Don’t be afraid to ask for direct donations.
Given the missional nature of LTC, get permission from your Senior Pastor to approach 
your church’s mission committee and ask for a contribution from the missions budget. 
Your church supports missionaries on foreign, “cross cultural” fields where the gospel is 
desperately needed. Why not support missionaries from your own body of believers who 
are committed to reaching a local “cross cultural” mission field that also desperately 
needs Jesus’ message—namely, the local high schools? 

Additionally, consider asking each of the adult small groups in your church to provide 
financial and prayer support for a particular student. Have your student prepare a 
presentation and visit one of the adult small groups to ask for their prayers and finances 
in person. Promise a personal follow up time with the same group to report back and 
share how the LTC week was personally transformational. During this debrief meeting, 
students should ask for continued prayers as they move forward implementing their 
personalized action plan to make disciples in their own school and community. 

This kind of direct ask for support could also apply to the choir, the women’s circle, the 
men’s group and so on. On the more traditional fundraising front, there’s a long list of 
goods and services that also fit the category of selling what people already buy: bake 
sales, car washes, babysitting, yard work, and so on. Plus people are often generous and 
donate beyond the typical market value of what they are purchasing from youth. 

Tip #4  If fundraising isn’t your forte, get help.
Be honest with your group’s parents if fundraising isn’t your forte. Ask a parent or 
adult volunteer (or a team of adults) to serve as the Fundraising Lead for LTC. If no one 
volunteers, search farther afield and ask successful business people in your church for 
advice and help with this endeavor. 

And remember, you don’t need to reinvent the wheel. Tap into other’s successful 
ideas. One helpful website loaded with creative, successful fundraising approaches is 
EGADideas, which you can find at egadideas.com/category/fundraisers. 
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How to Raise $500 in 10 Days 

A Student’s Guide to Fundraising for LTC

Day 1       Sponsor yourself for $25.

Day 2      Ask your mom and dad to sponsor you for $30 each. 

Day 3    Ask two family members (grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings) to   
        sponsor you for $30 each. 

Day 4      Ask four friends/co-workers to contribute $10 each. 

Day 5       Ask two more family members to sponsor you for $30 each. 

Day 6       Ask five neighbors to contribute $18 each. 

Day 7       Ask five people from your church to contribute $20 each. 

Day 8       If you have a job, ask your boss to contribute $25. If you don’t have   
        a job, ask a teacher or other adult you admire to contribute $25. 

Day 9       Ask two businesses that you frequent to contribute $20.
 

Day 10    You’ve done it! You’ve raised $500! Great job! 

A personal touch is always best—call, speak to someone in person, or mail a 
handwritten note explaining to them where you are going, what you will be doing, 
why you are going, and how they can help you financially. 
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How to Use a Fundraising Letter
One of the best ways your students can raise support is sending out support letters. We recommend 
that each participant send out at least 20 letters (20 letters x $25 = $500). Below is a sample 
fundraising letter for you to use for your group. You can personalize it for your needs by adding cost 
(you can include transportation costs to your trip if needed), names, and where and when to send 
the money. Checks should be made payable to your church.

Sample Letter 

Dear _____________________________, 

This summer I have the opportunity to travel to ___________________ with my youth 
group to attend Lead THE Cause, a week-long evangelism training and urban mission trip from 
Dare 2 Share. The week will be aggressive and the schedule exhausting, but the rewards are 
truly great. I will experience: 

• Quality time with my youth group 
• Leadership training 
• Opportunities to share my faith 
• Telling my story 
• Celebrations
• Outreach events 
• Worshiping God
• One-on-one time with God 
• Time writing letters to lost friends  

The Lead THE Cause experience will help me own the truth I believe, understand why I believe 
it, and build the confidence I need to live it out through experience, practice, and teamwork. 

As I prepare for this trip I would ask you to help in two ways: 

1. Please pray for me as I prepare for this trip—pray for our traveling safety, for our training 
experience, and for divine appointments.  

2. The total cost of the trip is $_________, and any help you can provide financially to get 
me to LTC would be an incredible blessing. If you feel led to give financial support, your gift 
will be tax deductible and you can make checks out to (insert your church name).

Thank you for (insert personal touch about their importance in your life) and for supporting me 
in this effort.

Together for THE Cause,
(Your Name)
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Student Pre-Event Training
There’s a lot to do before your trip to Lead THE Cause this summer, but one of 
the most important pieces is making sure your group is up to speed with the 
pre-event training required. 

Schedule time to go through the “Before-Then-After” and “Take Off to 
Touchdown” trainings with your group 2-3 months before the event and use it as 
a team building exercise. 

Before-Then-After

1. Show your group the inspiring “Before-Then-After” training video with 
Greg Stier located here: http://youtu.be/Uq1VVI3nzv0 

2. Pass out the fill-in-the-blanks handout to go along with the video located 
on the next 4 pages of this document.

3. After the video, have your students use the last page of the handout to 
write out their own “Before-Then-After” story.

4. Work with your students and offer guidance on the process of writing 
and memorizing their story. Each student and leader attending Lead THE 
Cause should have his or her testimony written and memorized before 
the event.

5. Connect with your Regional Team and offer any questions or prayer 
needs as your group prepares for this trip. They are in place to serve and 
pray for you.
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BEFORE-THEN-AFTER
 …Every believer’s story can be broken up into 3 parts: BEFORE-THEN-AFTER

1. “BEFORE” (What your life was like before you met Jesus)

a. This may range from ___________________ to __________________________ to everything
     in between.

i. The Samaritan woman had a ___________________ past.

“Jesus said, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, 
and the man you now have is not your husband.” John 4:17-18

ii.The Apostle Paul had a __________________________ past.

“If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a 
Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.”  Philippians 3:4-6

b. What was your life before you met Jesus?

i. Reminder: Every “before” story has one thing in ________________.

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed 
the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air… All of us also lived among them at one 
time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we 
were by nature objects of wrath.” Ephesians 2:1-3

ii. Describe your story in three words.

What did you struggle with? How did you feel? What were you looking for? Write down three 
adjectives:

 _________________, __________________, __________________

Pair Share: Share your three adjectives with the person next to you and why you felt that way.



2. “THEN” (How you met Jesus)

a. This may range from intensely __________________________ to relatively ____________________.

i. Paul had an intensely ____________________ conversion experience.

“About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing 
around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ Then I asked, ‘Who are 
you, LORD?’ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the LORD replied.”  Acts 26:13-15

ii. The Samaritan woman had a relatively ____________________ conversion experience.

“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’”  John 4:7

b. How did you become a believer in Jesus?

How did you first hear the Gospel? Who explained it to you? How old were you? How did you feel 
when you heard it? Do you remember the exact moment or not?

Pair Share: Tell the person next to you how you came to understand the gospel and put your faith 
in Jesus.

3. “AFTER” (What Jesus has been doing in your life since “then”)

a. What did you lose or find right after?

i. The Samaritan woman lost her ____________________.

“Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people,  ‘Come, see a 
man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?’”  John 4:28-29

ii. The Apostle Paul found his ____________________.

“I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ 
has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could 
gain Christ.”  Philippians 3:7-8

b. What has Jesus been doing in your life since you trusted in Jesus?

Pair Share: Share with the person next to you what you lost and/or found as a result of trusting in 
Jesus and what He has been doing in your life since.



4. Four reminders when sharing your story.

a. Be ___________________ to share your story in a minute or two at any time.

b. Don’t make Christianity appear to be a ________-free zone.

“Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, 
once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own 
countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and 
in danger from false brothers. I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known 
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, 
I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led 
into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?”  2 Corinthians 11:24-29

c. Refuse to have story ___________.

i. Some have a dramatic “BEFORE” story.

ii. Others have a dramatic “THEN” story.

iii. Some have a dramatic “AFTER” story.

iv. All of our stories have a dramatic ____________________!

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And 
the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven 
like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, ‘Look, God’s 
home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be 
with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or 
pain. All these things are gone forever.’”  Revelation 21:1-4

d. Remember that the ultimate story is the ____________________ story!

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes...”  
Romans 1:16



Writing your “BEFORE-THEN-AFTER” story

BEFORE THEN AFTER
What was your life like before 
you trusted in Jesus? What did 
you struggle with? How did you 
feel? What were you looking for? 
(Use your three adjectives)

How did you first hear the  
Gospel? How old were you? Who 
explained it to you? How did you 
feel? Do you remember the exact 
moment or not?

What did you lose and/or find as 
a result of trusting in Jesus? What 
He has been doing in your life 
since you put your faith in Jesus?



Student Pre-Event Training

Take Off to Touchdown

1. Show your group the inspiring “Take off to Touchdown” training video with 
Greg Stier located at www.dare2share.org/takeoff-touchdown. 

2. Pass out the fill-in-the-blanks handout to go along with the video located on 
the next 3 pages of this document. 

3. After the video, have your students practice having gospel conversations 
using “Ask. Admire. Admit”. You can do this in front of the group or by 
breaking off into smaller groups with youth leaders in each group. 

4. Work with your students and offer guidance in coming up with great “Asking” 
questions, ideas on what to “Admire” about the other person’s answers to the 
question, and how to transition into “Admitting” that the reason they believe 
is because Jesus rescued them. 

5. Connect with your Regional Team with any questions or prayer needs as 
your group prepares for this trip. They are in place to serve and pray for you.
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TAKE OFF TO TOUCH DOWN 
…Sharing the Gospel without crash landing

1. The Take off (Ask, Admire, Admit)

a. Ask great

“The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters, but one who has insight draws them out.”  Proverbs 
20:5

Questions are the bucket that draws a person’s real thoughts, purpose and feelings out of the 
deep well of their soul.

i. Begin by asking God for     to know which questions to ask them.

        “If any of you lacks    , you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”  James 1:5

ii. Continue by asking general questions that can start a conversation.

1. In John 4 Jesus asked the Samaritan woman, “May I have a drink of water?”

2. In Acts 8 Philip asked the Ethiopian, “Do you understand what you’re reading?”

3. We can ask questions like…

a. “What school do you go to?”

b. “Do you play any sports?”

c. “What are some of your favorite things to do?”

iii. Move toward spiritual questions that can turn the conversation toward Jesus.

1. “Do you go to church anywhere?”

2. “What are your spiritual/religious beliefs?”

3. “Do you believe in God or in a higher power?”

b.    what you can about what they believe.

“It is never ridicule, but a compliment, that knocks a philosopher off his feet. He is already 
positioned for every possible counter-attack, counter-argument, and retort...only to find a big bear 
hug coming his way.”  Criss Jami, Lead singer of Venus in Arms, from his book Killosophy

i. In Mark 12:34 Jesus admired a religious ruler by telling him “you are not far from the
       .”

ii. In Matthew 8:5-10 Jesus admired a Roman Centurion by exclaiming, “I have not found any-
one in Israel with such      !”

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4860176.Criss_Jami
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/43973648


iii. In Acts 17:22 Paul complimented a pagan crowd of Greek philosophers by saying, “I see 
that in every way you are very religious.”

iv. For instance…

1. If you meet a Mormon you could say, “I’ve always respected how hard your 
missionaries work.”

2. If you meet a Muslim you could say, “It must take a lot of commitment to pray five 
times a day!”

3. If you meet an Atheist you could say, “One of the things I respect about the athe-
ists I’ve met is their commitment to scientific reason.”

v. Remember this…

1. View them as real people with real feelings, not as belief systems.

2. Look for areas you genuinely admire. Don’t just give dispense empty flattery.

3. Remember that people don’t care how much you know until they know how 
much you care!

c. Admit the reason you’re a     is that you’re so messed up you needed   
    to save you!

i. Peter proclaimed, “I am a sinful man!” in Luke 5:8.

ii. Paul called himself “the chief of sinners” in 1 Timothy 1:15

iii. This is a good place to share the story of how you came to know Jesus.

2. The Flight (Explain the GOSPEL message!)

 “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is the power of God for the                   of   
 everyone who believers….” Romans 1:16

a. Make sure your flight plan is based on the GOSPEL story.

God created us to be with him.  (Genesis 1,2)
Our sins separate us from God.  (Genesis 3)
Sins cannot be removed by good deeds. (Genesis 4-Malachi 4)
Paying the price for sin Jesus died and rose again.  (Matthew-Luke)
Everyone who trusts in him alone has eternal life.  (John)
Life with Jesus starts now and lasts forever.  (Acts –Revelation)

b. Move from being a student pilot to a master pilot by depending on your co-pilot (the Holy Spirit) 
and mastering the basics.



Student Pilot Rookie Pilot Master Pilot
-willing to fly
-a little dangerous
-shaky take offs
-freaks out at turbulence
-doesn’t know how to land

-able to fly
-getting the basics down
-knows takeoff procedure
-has turbulence procedure
-has landing procedure

-ready to fly
-mastered core training
-anywhere take offs
-foresees and avoids
-can make adjustments

3. The       (Look for the right signals when it comes to bringing them to a point of 
decision for Christ)

“When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, ‘We   
want to hear you again on this subject.’ At that, Paul left the Council. Some of the people became followers 
of Paul and believed.”  Acts 17:32-34

a. Red means pull up (they’re not ready to land.)

b. Yellow means circle around (they need a little more time.)

c. Green means go for landing (they’re ready to say “yes” to Jesus!)

i. Two questions to ask them:

1. “Does that make sense?” (if not, then explain it again!)

2. “Is there anything holding you back from putting your faith in Jesus right now?”  

ii. You can lead them through a prayer of thanksgiving.

Something like, “Dear God, I believe that you created me to be in a relationship with you, that 
my sins separate me from you and could never be removed by good deeds. But I also believe 
that paying the price for sin Jesus died and rose again and that everyone who trusts in him 
alone has eternal life. I trust in him right now to forgive me for my sins and I receive that gift of 
eternal life with Jesus that starts now and lasts forever. Thank you so much for this amazing 
gift! In Jesus’ Name, Amen!”

1. What saying a prayer doesn’t do: Save anyone!    alone in Jesus alone 
does that!

2. What saying a prayer does do: Provides a “stake in the ground” event that they can 
use as a marker of faith in Jesus.

Final Reminders:

1) Keep praying and depend on the Holy Spirit to guide you!
2) The goal is to have a Gospel conversation not to make a presentation.
3) Engage, don’t enrage.
4) Start by taking the Life in 6 Words app on a test flight!



Youth Leader Pre-Event Training

Creating a Bold Vision

Read these articles for more info on building and casting a bold vision for 
your youth ministry:

• A Practical Guide to Unpacking a Bold Vision
• www.dare2share.org/unpacking-bold-vision

• 3 Steps to Finding Your Ministry Vision
• www.dare2share.org/finding-ministry-vision

• How to Communicate Your Vision with Your Senior Pastor
• www.dare2share.org/communicate-vision-sr-pastor

• How to Get Your Key Leaders On-Board
• www.dare2share.org/key-leaders-on-board

• How to Program Your Priorities
• www.dare2share.org/program-vision-priorities
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What to Bring
Packing List

 o Bible
 o Cell phone
 o Jeans/shorts
 o Shirts
 o Hoodie/jacket
 o Rain gear/poncho (check your city’s weather for the week)
 o Footwear and socks (comfortable for walking)
 o PJs and undies
 o Toothpaste and toothbrush
 o Soap and shampoo
 o Personal toiletries (contact solution, deodorant, lip balm, etc.)
 o Plastic bag for laundry
 o Sunscreen and sunglasses
 o Hat/Visor
 o Water bottle
 o Any prescription medications
 o Copy of personal medical insurance card
 o Spending money
 o Box fan for the room (if you’re driving)

 Clothing should be appropriately modest.

Note: For those attending the Washington, D.C. events, attendees will    
need to bring their own bedding and towels.
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11 Ideas 
for Your Road Trip to Lead THE Cause

1. Make sure everyone goes to the bathroom before the trip! 

2. Create a sweet playlist to jam out to in your vehicle. 

3. Think of games you can play with your group in the car. If you’re having trouble 
thinking of ideas, check out www.icebreakers.ws to find games like “2 Truths and a Lie,” 
“Would You Rather,” “I Spy,” and “Team Storytelling.” 

4. Have a few intentional questions to ask your group that will prepare their hearts and 
minds for LTC (save these for when you get closer to the venue). An example of a 
question would be, “What do you hope God shows you this week?” Then on the trip 
back, engage conversations around things that happened during the week. 

5. Bring your phone or a camera to capture fun(ny) moments. You never know, you 
might have the makings of the next viral video! 

6. Bring snacks and tell your kids to bring snacks…what’s a road trip without snacks? 

7. Bring a trash bag. Cleanups after road trips are the worst and a trash bag can help 
immensely!  

8. If you can, make time to stop at the “World’s Largest” anything, or fun places along 
the way that will make the trip more memorable.  

9. Bring a case of water bottles, or a jug of water students can use to fill up their own 
water bottles. 
 

10.  Tell stories to build memories and relationships. Topical ideas may get students 
talking (if your group doesn’t know each other well). Topic ideas could be: “The 
craziest thing I have ever done”, “My first memory”, “3 things you hope will happen in 
the future”, and “Why you decided to come on this trip”.  Note: it may help if you are 
the first one to answer the question. 

11. Take fun pictures of your road trip to look back on and use #LTC2019 when you post 
them on social media.
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